
Pastor’s page- Victory over Sin and Death through Jesus Christ 

“Why do you look for the living one among the dead? He is not here, he has 
been raised.” 

      17 lives were taken, most of them teenagers, in the recent Parkland High 
School killings. In a few minutes, a hail of bullets brought destruction. But the 
survivors have risen up from the horrific tragedy. They are speaking out, and 
they will not be silenced. Angry and wanting action, they have gained national 
and international attention, with their clarion call for the adults of the world to 
wake up and act on tighter restrictions on guns. Will their voices be heard? The 
23 second graders in Newtown Connecticut’s elementary school, were gunned 
down in a similar fashion. But their schoolmates were too young to make their 
voices heard. Who will speak for them? 

       Good is resilient. It seems to be in retreat before the destructive power of 
evil and the darkness of sin. We have been making strong advances against 
disease. While it is true that each year millions of children die from 
malnourishment and the effects of severe poverty, we are actually making 
progress against global poverty. Racism is decreasing, but in our own nation still 
remains a terrible prejudice and a blot on our American history. 

       Jesus was deeply involved in the struggle for love and truth and justice. He 
seemed to lose; but by the power of God He was raised from the dead. 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit we, the People of God, continue his saving work.    

         45 years ago the Supreme Court legalized abortion. At the state level many 
laws have been made restricting some access to abortions. 43 states prohibit 
abortions after a certain number of weeks into the pregnancy, ranging from 20 
to 24 weeks. A five month, 20 week abortion ban, recently failed to pass 
Congress; surprisingly at a time when Republicans are in the majority. Such a 
law would bring our country closer to the standards of most European countries 
where elective abortions are banned after 12 or 14 weeks. We are one of only 
seven countries in the world that permit abortion for any reason right up until 
the moment of birth! Progress in this life issue and others, is happening- but too 
slowly. Are you writing letters or protesting nonviolently?  



       The young survivors of the killings at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School will not be silent. Like them, we will not be silent when evil threatens 
life. Like St. Paul, we who have encountered the risen Lord bear witness to his 
victory by continuing his saving work. We dedicate ourselves to a nonviolent 
war; a revolution begun by Jesus Christ, battling against human rights violations, 
and safeguarding and promoting the lives of all human beings from womb to 
tomb.  Respect for life affects how we form our consciences and vote. Stricter 
gun control legislation, racial equality, gender equality, the poor, abortion, 
euthanasia, immigration policy, the death penalty and more life issues have 
been addressed by our Holy Father and our Bishops. Is their teaching, based on 
the teaching of Christ, helping you understand what God wants in this modern 
age? Will you vote each Election Day according to a well formed conscience? 

You can find out what our Pope and bishops are saying on their websites: 
www.usccb.org and Vatican.va.            In the Risen Christ – Fr. Bruce 

 

http://www.usccb.org/

